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Ten days after Ethan Coley’s
birth, on Dec. 27, 2016, child
welfare caseworkers made an
unannounced visit to his mother’s
Florida City home. In oddly un-
clinical language, one wrote that
she “almost passed out” when she
observed what was going on.
Christina Hurt’s newborn was

being hauled around “as if it were
a doll” by his 7-year-old sibling.
Another child was jumping on a

toilet seat. Still another deliber-
ately sprayed a chemical in a
sibling’s eye.
Hurt, whose five older children

had been removed for neglect two
years earlier only to be returned
by a judge around the time of
Ethan’s birth, “shrugged it off as
if nothing happened,” the case-
worker wrote. “Mom does not
have control over the kids’ beha-
vior and [the 7-year-old] is clearly
caring for the baby.”
Fast-forward 60 days. The De-

partment of Children & Families,
amid a separate child abuse in-
vestigation, issued a report on the
family that included this notation:
“At this time, there are no con-
cerns as to the children’s safety in
the care of the mother.”
Eleven months later, Ethan was

dead. He was grievously scalded
in a bathtub accident. Ethan suf-

CHILD WELFARE

Records
raising
questions
about
death of
1-year-old

SEE ETHAN, 4A

Child welfare records, some of
them heavily redacted, raise
questions about whether the
death of Ethan Coley, scalded in a
bathtub, could have been avoided.

BY CAROLMARBIN MILLER
cmarbin@miamiherald.com

At the Intersection of Chaos
and Gridlock, safety and sanity
are imperiled every day. It is
where Southeast Second Street
meets Southeast Third Avenue.
It could be the worst intersec-

tion in Miami.
Here, in the epicenter of

downtown, pedestrians take
their lives in their hands as they
scamper through the crosswalk,
hoping they won’t be hit by cars

funneling at them from three
different directions. Here, driv-
ers fume and rage, alternatively
slamming on the accelerator
and brakes as they shove
through the bottleneck of traffic.
Here, yet another construction
project drags on smack dab in
the middle of the street, imped-
ing movement, exacerbating
confusion.
The scene, accompanied by a

racket of honking horns and
shouted curses, deserves a

DAVID SANTIAGO dsantiago@miamiherald.com

The City of Miami Police traffic control specialist Taquell Pugh directs traffic at the intersection of Southeast Second Street and Southeast
Third Avenue in downtown Miami on Thursday.

COULD THIS BE THE WORST
INTERSECTION IN MIAMI?

DOWNTOWN MIAMI

DAVID SANTIAGO dsantiago@miamiherald.com

Each day, pedestrians from the nearby CVS Pharmacy, the Whole
Foods grocery store and other buildings cross the intersection.

The notorious intersection of Southeast Second Street and
Southeast Third Avenue in downtown Miami is a chaotic, clogged
and dangerous junction for pedestrians and drivers, who engage
in aggressive jockeying for position every day.

BY LINDA ROBERTSON
lrobertson@miamiherald.com
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BARBARA BUSH IN
‘FAILING HEALTH’
A family spokesman also
said that the former first
lady, 92, will not seek
additional medical
treatment, 10A

PEOPLE

NEIL ROGERS’
ARCHIVE ONLINE
The late radio host’s work
can be heard on a new
website that allows free
access to more than 4,500
hours of broadcasts, 11A

SPORTS

MARLINS LOSE 7-3
TO PIRATES
José Ureña falls apart in
third inning, when he hit
player with a pitch;
setback is team’s ninth
loss in past 11 games, 1B

The Trump administration
signaled Sunday that it will
impose new sanctions as soon as
this week on Russia for support-

ing the Syrian regime as it alleg-
edly conducted a deadly chem-
ical attack against its own peo-
ple.
The U.S. ambassador to the

United Nations, Nikki Haley,
announced the sanctions and
President Donald Trump’s com-
mitment to staying involved in

the Syria crisis,
hours before
French President
Emmanuel Mac-
ron took credit for
helping turn
around Trump’s
plan to withdraw
U.S. troops.
“Ten days ago,

President Trump was saying
that the United States would
disengage from Syria,” Macron
said Sunday night. “We con-

vinced him that it was necessary
to stay there long-term.”
Haley, speaking on CBS

News’s “Face the Nation,” sug-
gested that there are no plans to
pare down the U.S. presence in
Syria anytime soon. On “Fox
News Sunday,” Haley said troop
withdrawal would come after
three goals had been accom-
plished: defeating Islamic State
militants, ensuring that chem-
ical weapons will not be used,
and maintaining the ability to

watch Iran.
The aim, she said, is “to see

American troops come home,
but we are not going to leave
until we know we have accom-

U.S. POLICY ON SYRIA

U.S. to hit Russia with new sanctions for aiding Syrian regime
U.S. Ambassador Nikki Haley also indicated that there are no plans

to pare down the U.S. presence in Syria anytime soon. Meanwhile,
France’s president took credit for persuading President Donald
Trump to remain involved in the Syria crisis.

BY CAROLMORELLO
AND JAMES MCAULEY
Washington Post

Haley

MORE INSIDE

A Assad ‘in a good mood,’ scorns U.S.
weaponry after airstrikes, 2A
A Trump takes to Twitter to unload on
James Comey over his new book, 10A

SEE SANCTIONS, 2A
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Miami is an increasingly
modern metropolis, with a
culture and identity closely
tied to Hispanic, Caribbean
and South American influ-
ences. It also tends to be a
somewhat transient city,
and with so many people

flowing in and out, genuine
relationships are often diffi-
cult to maintain.
A recent real estate trans-

action of mine, however,
has defied both of these
conceptions — demonstra-
ting the growing presence of
the Middle East, Far East,
and India in our communi-
ty, as well as the extraordin-
ary power of long-term
human relationships.
This story centers on a

Coral Gables duplex near
the University of Miami. My
client and her husband
purchased the 3,200-
square-foot property in 1993

with a mortgage from the
Arab Banking Corporation
(ABC Bank) in Bahrain,
where the husband worked
at the time. They eventually
paid off the mortgage in
2003, and often rented each
three-bedroom, two-bath-
room unit in the duplex to
students attending UM—
most recently, to students
from China.
My client decided to put

this property on the market
last year, and eventually she
signed a contract with a
family from India in De-
cember.
In early January, the

buyer’s attorney executed a
title search to prepare for
the closing and discovered
that, while the mortgage
was indeed recorded in
Miami-Dade County, no
mortgage satisfaction docu-
ment was recorded — a
major obstacle to closing
this or any sale.
Years earlier, my client’s

husband passed away trag-
ically and suddenly while
working overseas, and all of
his personal and business
belongings were returned to
Coral Gables in nearly 50

MASTER BROKERS FORUM

How 40 years of relationships helped solve
an international Miami mortgage mystery

BY ANNE PLATT
Special to the Miami Herald

. .SEE MBF, 17G
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enormous international
shipping containers. (Trying
to find the mortgage satis-
faction document in this
proverbial haystack would
be tougher than finding the
proverbial needle. At least
you know for certain the
needle is there!)
This obstacle was further

complicated when my cli-
ent’s longtime attorney —
an experienced professional,
and a partner at one of
Miami’s top firms — was
informed by an ABC Bank
executive that the institution
simply did not make loans
on properties in the United
States. (While this may be
the case now, we knew my
client’s loan had been an
exception in 1993.)
Furthermore, every in-

ternational real estate and/
or legal professional I knew
advised me that a Bahrain-
based bank would not be
eager to deal with strangers
from overseas, and that we

gage satisfaction. This was
an extremely detailed and
complicated process, re-
quiring two languages, the
signatures of ABC Bank
representatives from Jor-
dan to Bahrain, and the
hiring of additional at-
torneys and notaries to
confirm and attest to all
signatures. After a two-
month delay from the ori-
ginal closing date, the very
patient buyers from India
(who changed their travel
plans to meet the various
extended closing dates)
closed on the property, and
my client was able to move
on to the next chapter of

markable story are to stay
in touch and keep your
relationships strong, and, if
you are thinking of selling
your home, have a title
company make sure there
are no surprises lurking on
your deed.

Anne Platt is a member of
the Master Brokers Forum,
an elite network real estate
professionals in Miami, and
a global luxury property
specialist with Coldwell
Banker. She can be reached
at 305-332-2027 and/or
plattproperties@
bellsouth.net.

her life.
We may live in an age

defined by loose, digitally
connected associations, but
this story underscores the
greatness of enduring,
“real world” relationships:
my client and her dedicat-
ed attorney; the many
current and former col-
leagues who advised me
through this process; a
fellow professional with
whom I worked only once
and owed me nothing, yet
took the time to reach out
to an old friend from three
decades prior; and of
course, my client and I.
The lessons of this re-

ent transaction. I remem-
bered that he was a native
of Lebanon who had earned
his law degree and practiced
in Lebanon before moving
to Miami. I explained my
dilemma to him, but he
initially thought he did not
know anyone who could be
helpful.
The next day, I received

an email from him; “cc-
ing” me on a message he
had personally sent to ABC
Bank’s group legal counsel,
asking her to look into the
matter. As it turns out, the
woman in this critical posi-
tion happened to be a
friend of a law school
classmate of his from more
than 30 years ago in Leba-
non. She soon replied and
confirmed that they were
looking into the matter
internally, and requested
that we send them the
proper documentation, in
the form we wished from
our end.
Over the next month, my

client’s excellent attorney
and paralegal worked dili-
gently with the bank’s
counsel to secure the mort-

would likely need a “person-
ally responsible,” high-
ranking bank officer to walk
the mortgage satisfaction
document through the bank
in order to get it completed.
In real estate, this was like

running into four different
brick walls — but we would
not be deterred. A six-figure
transaction was on the line,
and my client was eager to
put the sale behind her. The
buyers were considerate
about this snag, but under-
standably wanted the mat-
ter closed on their end as
well.
My client and her sister

set about methodically
searching through the gi-
gantic shipping boxes for
some trace of the document
while I combed through my
memory and contact lists
for anyone who could help.
At that point, I called a

wonderful local real estate
colleague, with whom I had
recently worked on a differ-

FROM PAGE 5G

MBF ‘‘WE MAY LIVE IN AN AGE DEFINED BY LOOSE, DIGITALLY
CONNECTED ASSOCIATIONS, BUT THIS STORY UNDERSCORES
THE GREATNESS OF ENDURING, ‘REAL WORLD’ RELATIONSHIPS.

Request for Qualifications
Deadline: May 15, 2018

Financial Auditing
Services Wanted!

Qualified certified public accounting firms that

have a proven track record in performing

government financial audits and are licensed in

Florida are invited to submit their qualifications to

provide financial auditing services for

The Children's Trust as detailed in the RFQ.

For details visit
www.thechildrenstrust.org/procurement
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