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Simon Wiesenthal Center presents "Digital
Terrorism and Hate Report" to South Florida Law
Enforcement  
 

BY SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER
ORTHODOX MIAMI

The Simon Wiesenthal Center (SWC), one of the
world's largest Jewish human rights organizations,
recently presented its 2011 "Digital Terrorism and
Hate Report" to a group of key South Florida
homeland security and law enforcement officials.
The presentation was led by Rabbi Abraham
Cooper, associate dean of the SWC and a leading
expert on online hate. 

The Simon Wiesenthal Center is one of the largest
international Jewish human rights organizations
with over 400,000 member families in the United
States.

The 2011 report features more than 14,000 (up
from 11,500 last year) problematic websites,
forums, blogs and social network pages that are
used by extremists to recruit young people,
promote “lone wolf’” terrorists and denigrate their
“enemies.”  

During the course of his presentation, Rabbi
Cooper discussed the spike in online attacks and

threats against religious minorities, as well as the evolving online strategies of al-Qaeda and other terror
groups.  

He also specified the online activity of South Florida-based hate groups, as well as efforts to denigrate
Hispanics and African-Americans.

Since releasing the report in February, Rabbi Cooper has formally presented it to law enforcement officials
in New York, Los Angeles, and Las Vegas.  

He also presented the report to senior officials at Facebook, and the online social networking leader has
removed thousands of hate and terror-related pages in multiple languages that the Wiesenthal Center has
submitted.

Attendees of the presentation included Major Glenn Stolzenberg and Lt. Margarita Varela from the
Miami-Dade Police Department’s Homeland Security Bureau; Commander Richard Wierzbicki from the
Broward Sheriff's Office Hate Crimes/Anti-Bias Task Force; Sunny Isles Police Chief Fred Maas; Golden
Beach Police Chief James Skinner; Detective David Lewis, president of the South Florida Shomrim
Society; and Margot Mankes, aide to Miami-Dade Commissioner Sally Heyman.

“Less than a week after presenting the Digital Terrorism and Hate report to officials at Facebook, I was
honored to share it with these dedicated South Florida public servants,” said Rabbi Cooper.  “We
appreciate them taking the time to educate themselves on the nature and extent of online hate.”
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The dinner at the Fairmont Turnberry Resort, welcomed more than 200 supporters and honored the activism and philanthropy of SEC Trustee Bonnie Schaefer. The evening was
highlighted by a keynote address from Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz.
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T he seventh annual
AMG Miami Beach
Polo World Cup

returns to the sands of
South Beach on April 21-24.
Held ocean-side between
20th and 23rd Streets, the
event features renowned
polo players from around
the world in his-and-her
tournaments.

The action begins April
21 with the AMG South
Beach Women’s Polo Cup.
Eight teams compete in a
series of round robin
matches. Riders include
Brazilian model Paula
Chermont and top female
player Tara Lordi.

The men’s competition
(April 22 – 24) features six
men’s teams, with players
including Luis Escobar,
Tommy Biddle and John
Gobin, captain of the USA
Polo World Cup team.

Making his inaugural
appearance as an AMG
team rider: John Walsh,
presenter of America’s
Most Wanted and spokes-
man for The National
Foundation For Missing
and Exploited Children.

“Traditional polo takes
place on a field that’s nine
times the size of our arena
polo. I thought if they
could do it in the snow, we
can do it in the sand,” said
Bruce Orosz, president
and co-founder of The Polo
Life LLC, which owns the
event. A long-time Miami
Beach resident, Orosz also
owns ACT Productions
and is co-owner of Holly-
wood and Vine Wines.com,
based in Napa Valley.

In addition to thorough-
breds, the Polo World Cup
offers parties, live music
and fashion shows by Blank
Silk by Meghan Walsh
(John’s daughter) and La

Martina
(sales from
a specially
designed
$175 polo
shirt will
benefit Big
Brothers Big
Sisters of

Greater Miami).
“Where else can you go

watch horseplay while in a
bikini?” quipped Orosz.

General admission is free
and open to the public. VIP
tickets are $100 to $150,
including food and drink.
For information or to pur-
chase VIP tickets, visit
http://www.miamipolo
.com/ or call 305-538-3809.

PAYING TRIBUTE

Two powerful South
Florida women will share
the stage at the Simon
Wiesenthal Center’s South
Florida Tribute Dinner on
Sunday at the Fairmont
Turnberry Isle in Aventura.

Keynote speaker is Con-
gresswoman Debbie Was-
serman Schultz, newly
named chair of the Demo-
cratic National Committee.
She will discuss “The New
Middle East and its Impact
on Israel and the United
States.” 

Boca Raton resident
Bonnie Schaefer, former
co-CEO of Claire’s Stores,
will receive the organiza-
tion’s prestigious “Legacy
Award” for her activism
and philanthropy, in addi-
tion to her service as a
SWC Trustee.

The event — chaired by
Miami Beach residents
Judy and Michael Adler
— begins with a cocktail
reception at 5:30 p.m. Tick-
ets start at $500 each. To
learn more, call
305-935-2280 or visit
www.wiesenthal.com
/southernus.

SOUNDING OFF FOR
A CURE FOR CANCER

The Beach Boys, Gloria
Gaynor, Lou Gramm
(lead singer of Foreigner)
and The Osmond Brothers
will perform at The Fill-
more Miami Beach at 7
p.m. Thursday, April 14, to
raise funds for Voices

Against Brain Cancer
(VABC). Glee’s John Sta-
mos will join The Beach
Boys onstage.

The nonprofit organiza-
tion was founded in 2006
by Aventura resident Mario
Lichtenstein, along with
his family, after son Gary
Lichtenstein died of brain
cancer in 2003 at age 24.

The star-studded partici-
pants have more in com-
mon than their music —
each has lost a family mem-
ber to brain cancer. Per-
formers will be accompa-
nied by the Frost School of
Music’s Henry Mancini
Institute Orchestra. Special
tribute will be paid to
George Harrison, Celia
Cruz, Bob Marley and Nara
Leão, all of whom lost the
battle to brain cancer.

Event honorees include
Joseph D. Rosenblatt,
M.D. (interim director,
Sylvester Comprehensive
Cancer Center, University
of Miami), Pedro Marti-
nez (former Major League
Baseball All-Star), Jorge
Plasencia (chairman/CEO
of República), and in me-
moriam, Jon Stoll (found-
er of Fantasma Produc-
tions). 

Tickets ($150 general
admission; $300 VIP) are
available online at
www.voicesagainstbrain
cancer.org or by calling
800-745-3000. Event pro-
ceeds will support research
and programs for brain
cancer. 

WALKING FOR A CURE

The 2nd annual Wendy
Walk Miami (5K) to raise
funds for the Liddy Shriver
Sarcoma Initiative is sched-
uled to take place on Sun-
day, April 17, beginning at 9
a.m. at Palm Island Park in
Miami Beach.

The event was created
by family members of L.A.
resident Wendy Landes,
56, who sufferers from
liposarcoma, a rare and
currently incurable cancer.
Co-chairs for the Miami
Walk (there are also events
in New York and Los Ange-
les) are Michael and Ste-
phanie Rosen, Wendy’s
brother and sister-in-law

and Wendy’s daughter,
Jackie Landes, a sopho-
more at the University of
Miami.

“Because of the rarity of
this cancer, the cure de-
pends solely upon new
research, and we must rely
primarily on private fund-
ing because government
funds are used for more
well-known cancers,” said
Stephanie Rosen.

Registration is minimum
$25 per person; $50 per
family. To participate or
donate, visit http://www.
wendywalkinfo.org.

CELEBRATING
ARTECITY

After a two-year delay,
the developers of Artecity
celebrated the official
launch of the mid-rise
residential community with
a poolside cocktail party on
March 14. 

Located in the 2100 block
of Miami Beach’s Park
Avenue, Artecity is com-
posed of 202 units among
eight buildings, including
the redevelopment of the
historic Governor Hotel. 

Units range from
556-square-foot 1-bedrooms
to 3-bedroom penthouses
of 2,000 square feet with
private rooftops and ocean
and city views. Prices range
from $220,000 to $1.1
million.

To learn more, call
305-398-7888 or visit
www.artecitymiami.com.

Beach Buzz runs every
other Sunday, and focuses
on people and businesses
throughout the Beaches,
Aventura and Miami. To
reach Debra K. Leibowitz,
call 305-531-7887 or e-mail
beachbuzz@att.net, or
become a fan of her Beach
Buzz page on Facebook.
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Hi-Riser
Serving the condominium communities of Dania Beach, Hollywood, Hallandale, Golden Beach, Aventura, Sunny Isles, Bal Harbour, Bay Harbor Islands and Surfside
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Two of South Florida’s most
powerful and successful wom-
en will share the stage during
the Simon Wiesenthal Center’s
South Florida Tribute Dinner.

The event, set for April 10 at
the Fairmont Turnberry Isle,
19999 W. Country Club Drive in
Aventura, will honor Bonnie
Schaefer, former co-chief exe-
cutive officer and co-chair-
woman of the Board of Claire’s
Stores Inc. She will be given the
Legacy Award for her activism
and philanthropy as well as her
service on the Center’s Board
of Trustees. U.S. Rep. Debbie
Wasserman Schultz, D-Weston,
will give the evening’s keynote
address, titled “The New Mid-
dle East and its Impact on Israel
and the United States.”

Ta m a r Ko h n M a r k s , t h e
SWC’s Southern Region direc-

tor, said the women’s achieve-
ments will bring a lot to the
event.

“Bonnie Schaefer has been a
supporter of our organization
for many many years so she is a
wonderful and very well de-
serving individual to get this
honor and she is of course an
accomplished woman both
businesswise and also as a phi-
l a n t h r o p i s t , ” M a r k s s a i d .
“Debbie Wasserman Schultz
has always been a supporter of
Israel and basically what we be-
lieve in, so it’s wonderful to
have them both sharing the
stage.”

Schaefer has long encour-
aged the SWC’s mission to fight
anti-Semitism and intolerance
wherever and whenever they
arise. As part of the organiza-
tion’s campus outreach pro-

gram for its Moriah Films Divi-
sion, she has hosted regular
events at Appalachian State
University in North Carolina.
Her family, particularly her fa-
ther Rowland Schaefer, has
long been involved with the or-
ganization.

“I’m very honored, humbled
and excited,” Schaefer said.
“It’s a wonderful honor and I
was absolutely flattered that
they asked me to be the honor-
ee.”

Wasserman Schultz said that
the new Middle East could po-
tentially have an impact on the
United States’ relationship with
countries there
l i k e E g y p t t h a t
h a v e a p e a c e
treaty with Israel 

SERGIO CARMONA S C A R M O N A @ T R I B U N E . C O M

Wiesenthal Center honors Claire’s CEO
TRIBUTE DINNER U.S.
Rep. Debbie
Wasserman Schultz
will deliver the
keynote address
during the Simon
Wiesenthal Center’s
South Florida Tribute
Dinner. 
sTAFF PHOTO/
KIMBERLI DIMARE
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tions where
democracy

has taken root. She re-
cently led a letter signed

by more than 200 biparti-
san colleagues to Secre-
tary of State Hillary Clin-
ton regarding the up-
heaval in Egypt and urg-
ing the U.S. to emphasize

that any new Egyptian
government must remain
committed to the Egypt-
Israel peace treaty.

“I think it’s imperative
for the United States to

make sure that we hold
Egypt, no matter what re-
sulting government there
is, to their commitment
to peace with Israel ,”
Wasserman Schultz said.

The event s ta r t s a t
5:30 p.m. with a cocktail
reception followed by the
dinner at 6:30 p.m. Ap-
proximate ly 200-250
people are expected to

attend. Tickets start at
$500. 

For more information,
c o n t a c t M a r k s a t
tmarks@wiesenthal.com
or at 305-935-2280.

continued
from 3



DADE COUNTY
Apri l  6 , 2011

WWW.FLORIDAJEWISHJOURNAL.COM

4
W

ed
n

es
d

ay
, A

p
ri

l6
, 2

01
1

Je
w

is
h

Jo
u

rn
al

-
D

ad
e

C
o

u
n

ty
JJ

D
C

W
W

W
.F

L
O

R
ID

A
JE

W
IS

H
JO

U
R

N
A

L
.C

O
M

Two of South Flori-
da’s most powerful and
successful women will
share the stage during
the Simon Wiesenthal
Center’s South Florida
Tribute Dinner.

During the dinner on
April 10 at the Fairmont
Turnberry Isle, 19999
West Country Club Dr. in
Aventura, the SWC will
honor Boca Raton resi-
dent Bonnie Schaefer,
the former co-chief exe-
cutive officer and co-
chairman of the Board of
Claire’s Stores, Inc., with
its “Legacy Award” for
her activism and philan-
thropy as wel l as her
service on the organiza-
tion’s Board of Trustees

and host Congresswom-
an Debbie Wasserman
Schultz (D) of Florida’s
20th District, who will
give the evening’s key-
note address, “The New
Middle East and its Im-
pact on Israel and the
United States.”

Tamar Kohn Marks,
the SWC’s Southern Re-
gion director, compli-
mented both women.

“Bonnie Schaefer has
been a supporter of our
organization for many
many years so she is a
wonderful and very well
deserving individual to
get this honor and she is
o f course an accom-
pl i shed woman both
businesswise and also as
a philanthropist,” Marks
said. “Debbie Wasser-

man Schultz has always
been a supporter of Isra-
el and basically what we

believe in so it’s wonder-
ful to have them both
sharing the stage.”

Schaefer has long en-
couraged the SWC’s
mission to f ight anti-
Semitism and intoler-
a n c e w h e r e v e r a n d
whenever they arise. As
part of the organiza-
tion’s campus outreach
program for its Moriah
Films Division, she has
hosted regular events at
Appalachian State Uni-
versity in North Caroli-
na. Her family, particu-
larly her father Rowland
Schaefer, has long been
involved with the organi-
zation.

“I’m very honored,
humbled and excited,”
Schaefer said about the
honor. “It’s a wonderful

honor and I was abso-
lutely flattered that they
asked me to be the hon-
oree.”

When asked to dis-
cuss the subject of her
keynote address, Was-
serman Schultz said that
the new Middle Eas t
could potentially have an
impact on the United
States’ relationship with
count r i es there l ike
Egypt that have a peace
treaty with Israel as well
as other nations where
democracy has taken
root. She recently led a
letter signed by more
than 200 bipartisan col-
leagues to Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton re-
garding the upheaval in
Egypt and urging the
U.S. to emphasize that

any new Egyptian gov-
ernment must remain
committed to the Egypt-
Israel peace treaty.

“I think it’s imperative
for the United States to
make sure that we hold
Egypt, no matter what
resulting government
there is, to their commit-
ment to peace with Isra-
el,” Wasserman Schultz
said.

The event starts at
5:30 p.m. with a cocktail
reception followed by
the dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Approximately 200-250
people are expected to
attend. Tickets start at
$500. For more informa-
tion, contact Marks at
t m a r k s @ w i e s e n -
t h a l . c o m o r a t
305-935-2280.

LOCAL

Successful South Florida women to share stage
BY SERGIO CARMONA

S T A F F  W R I T E R

Congresswoman Debbie
Wasserman Schultz will
deliver the keynote address
during the Simon Wiesenthal
Center’s South Florida
Tribute Dinner. 
Staff photo/Kimberli DiMare
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