




jdrayman
Typewritten Text
August 5, 2006 - Countrywide and other banks participate in "Community Build Day", report on WSCV Channel 51
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May, 2006 - Countrywide Senior Executive Charlie Rodgers interviewed on Comcast "Newsmakers"
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FIXING UP A SOLDIER’S HOME

Volunteers help
make his house
easier to live in
after he returned
from Iraq with a
brain injury
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Kitchen cabirets i the modest house he
shares with his wife, mom and two young

sons.
He used to be the handyman of the three-
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Group helps soldier after injury

I HOUSE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B

to make a big difference.

« “It’s a gift from heaven,” she
said, showing off the new stack-
able washer and dryer the group
installed and the pantry they cre-
ated.

+ Now the family can make
fewer trips to the grocery store,
shesaid. And she doesn't have to
worry about her husband falling
while helping with the laundry
because he no longer has to go
outdoors to get to the machines.

. Known for rehabilitating low-
mcome homes, Rebuilding To-
gether last year launched a pro-
gram to renovate the houses of
injured veterans.

The program is a partnership

\with Countrywide Financial
Corp., and so far volunteers have
revamped five houses, including
this one.

To qualify, military personnel
must demonstrate they suffered

severe injuries while servingin
either Iraq or

Summer Adams tried work-
ingat. tter, but her

So far, 19,345 Americans have
been wounded in the war, ac-
cording to the Department of
Defense.

“We wanted to make the
house safer for Sgt. Adams and
make it possible for his family to
do a little healing,” said T. J.
Cantwell, program director at
Rebuilding Together. “We know
they have other priorities to
‘work on and we 'want to help fill
inthose

Life hasn’t been easy for the
family since a hot chunk of
shrapnel hit Adams and lodged
in his brain.

He takes seizure

ing

husband found it too difficult to
care for the two boys, so she is
back athome.

The community outreach has
helped make her husband’s tran-
sition a little easier, she said.

Stephen Dehnert, who works
as a Countrywide sales manager
in Hollywood, took time off to
volunteer before going on trip
for the July Fourth holiday.

“This is the least I could do,”
said Dehnert, with splashes of
paint on his shorts. “There are
men and women dying over
there and I'm painting a walk-
way.”

and if he tilts his head back-
wards for too long, he will fall.

Still, Adams cooks and plays
‘with his two boys, ages 5and 7.

“He never wants to feel use-
less,” said Summer Adams, who
said they've found that keeping
him in a routine helps tremen-
dously.

Those interested in applying or
finding out more about the
project can log on to
servingthosewhoserve.org.

Georgia East can be reached at
geast@sun-sentinel.com or
954-385-7921.
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'SWEET RELIEF: John Adams, injured in the Iraq war, joins his
wife in their home rebuilt by Serving Those Who Serve.

REBUILDING HOPE
FOR IRAQ WAR VET

WA volunteer repair group  smashed through a dining room
has made living at home. window i bis Miroua bome.
easier at home
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on Friday modifications
mesanchez@MiamiHerald.com to his house.
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Home rebuilt for Iraq vet

*IRAQ VET, FROM 1B

“Now we won’t have to deal
with all of these problems and
worry about how we’re going
to repair things without get-
ting ripped off.”
Modifications to the fami-
ly’s one-story house cost
about $40,000, said T.J. Cant-
well, director of Serving
Those Who Serve, an offshoot
of the volunteer home repair
group Rebuilding Together.
The group repairs homes of
disabled veterans who suf-
fered injuries in Iraq and

Afghanistan.
' This is the fifth home the
group has rebuilt since it
started in September and is
the first in Florida.
= As part of the work on
Adams’ home, repairmen
replaced the window he broke
Wwhen he fell, and. they
installed accordion storm
shutters. Volunteers
repainted the home’s interior
walls and built shelves. Out-
side, they relandscaped and
built a play area for the
‘Adamses’ two sons, Christo-
pher, 5, and Brandon, 7.

But the family’s favorite
addition is a small room off
the kitchen that doubles as a

application.

HOW VETERANS CAN GET HELP

Serving Those Who Serve assists veterans who were
seriously injured in the wars in Irag and Afghanistan.
Those interested in applying for the organization’s
services can visit Serving Those Who Serve's website,
www.servingthosewhoserve.org, to download an

The agency is funded by the California-based financial
service company Countrywide Financial.

pantry and laundry room,

complete with a new stack--

able washer and dryer. Before
the improvements, the room
was too cramped to fit the
washing machine, so it was
moved outside.

“Since John can’t do a lot of
things outside, he helps
inside,” Verlorene Adams
said. “That’s why we’re glad
the laundry is inside now.”

John Adams, 40, said mov-
ing the laundry machines
indoors will probably help
him avoid accidents.

“Sometimes I lose my bal-
ance,” he said slowly. “I can’t
look up because of vertigo.”

The volunteer organization
also surprised the Adamses

with another gift. They’ll
make mortgage payments on
the family’s house for a year.

“It’s fulfilling work,” Cant-
well said, adding that home
modifications benefit injured
veterans and “help the family
heal at the same time.”

His group hopes to rebuild
the homes of up to 65 other
injured veterans whose
homes could use modifica-
tions. So far, Serving Those
‘Who Serve is planning seven
other projects across the
country.

“What I’'m trying to do is to
let others know in the local
community that we provide
these services and to please
apply,” Cantwell said.















