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[sraeli women’s advocate speaks at fete

Shannon Donnelly

ne of Israel’s most visible and suc-

cessful advocates for women'’s

rights addressed the friends and
supporters of the Jewish Women'’s Foun-
dation of the Greater Palm Beaches.

The luncheon, announcing the
group’s 2010 grant recipients, took place
March 17 at the Omphoy.

Ruth Halperin-Kaddari, director of
Bar-Ilan University’s Ruth & Emanuel
Rackman Center for the Advancement
of the Status of Women, was the featured
speaker.

Halperin-Kaddari is an expert on
family law, feminist critique of law and
women’s rights in Israel. She is the re-
cipient of the International Award for
Woman of Courage by the U.S. State De-
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partment.

Joan Daniels was chairwoman of the
luncheon.

The Jewish Women’s Foundation, a
committee of the Jewish Federation of
Palm Beach County, advocates for issues
affecting Jewish women and girls.

Since 2002, funds have been invest-
ed in leading-edge projects designed to
change the attitudes, behaviors and prac-
tices of individuals and systems. Grants
are awarded for research, education, ad-
vocacy and pilot programs that address
critical issues such as sex slave traffick-
ing, violence and sexual abuse, body im-
age and self-esteem and economic power
for women. Programs are funded in Palm
Beach County and overseas.

Tami Baldinger and Staci Brenner

Edith Gelfand and Dr. Ruth Halperin-Kadari

Daily News Photos
by Meghan McCarthy
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Bonding evolution and the Torah

BY Sergio Carmona
STAFF WRITER

Nathan Aviezer, Ph.D., is a
physics professor from Bar-Ilan
University and author who has
written about creationism and
evolution from an Orthodox
Jewish perspective. On Dec. 22,
Aviezer spoke about Charles
Darwin’s theory of evolution,
the dinosaurs, and the Torah to
high school students at Rabbi
Alexander S. Gross Hebrew
Academy in Miami Beach.

“There’s a wide
misconception that there’s a
contradiction between the Torah
account of formation of the
animal kingdom and Darwin’s
theory, that evolution somehow
contradicts the Torah and that
you have to be an observant Jew
and believe what the Torah said
or you accept the scientific
theory of evolution and in my
view that is a complete and total
misconception,” Aviezer said.
“There is no contradiction
whatsoever between the
scientific concept of evolution
and what the Torah tells us in

formation of the animal kingdom.

That is my message to the
students — that you don’t have to
choose  between  accepting
modern science or being faithful
to our Torah, our position for
thousands of years.”
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Nathan Aviezer, a professor of
Physics at Bar-Ilan University in
Israel, spoke about "Torah,
Science, and the Creation of the
Universe' last week in both
Miami-Dade and Palm Beach
Counties. (Kimberli DiMare, FPG /
December 20, 2009)

The Hebrew Academy’s
Fana Holtz High School Science

Department and its Jewish
Philosophy Society co-
sponsored the event.  Cheryl

Gray, the department’s chair
said that Aviezer’s discussion
had a powerful effect in
enhancing the students’ learning
in both science and Judaic
studies.

“The students are able to
connect evolution with their
Judaic studies and see that they
can be complimentary to each
other rather than in opposite
ends of the spectrum and our
kids can now better appreciate
science within the confines of
their Judaic studies,” Gray said.

During  his  discussion,
Aviezer mentioned that
evolution starts with primitive
animals and transforms them
into more sophisticated ones and

said that in the Torah, God
created the more primitive
animals on the first day of
creation and the more advanced
and sophisticated ones on the
fifth day and man on the sixth.
Aviezer also mentioned
Darwin’s concept of gradualism
that states that it’s an error to
suppose that whole groups of
species suddenly appeared or
disappeared. He said that the
sudden appearance of many
animals is consistent with what
the Torah said and spoke about
the sudden disappearance of the
dinosaurs, who he said were all
over the world millions of years
ago and were the most dominant
animal on the planet who struck
fear to the other ones. During
the dinosaurs segment, he
mentioned that in 1980,
physicist Luis Alvarez said a
meteor fell from outer space and
wiped out all the dinosaurs in a
sudden disappearance. Aviezer
said that the connection between
their destruction and the sudden
appearance of human life is
important because we’re here
and they’re not.

“As long as the dinosaurs
ruled this earth there was no
possibility for any large mammal
to exist,” he said. “The
dinosaurs would’ve destroyed
them all.”
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Professor discusses ‘radical Torah’

BY David A. Schwartz
STAFF WRITER

In its time the Bible, or the
Torah (the Five Books of Moses
from the Bible), was a radical
political document, a visiting
scholar  recently  told the
congregation at Young Israel of
Hollywood and Fort Lauderdale
during a Shabbat program.

Joshua A. Berman, an
ordained Orthodox rabbi and a
professor of Bible at Bar-Ilan
University in Israel discussed his
program with a reporter a few
days later following a lecture at a
private home near the synagogue
in Fort Lauderdale. Berman, who
is the author of the new book
"Created Equal, How the Bible
Broke with Ancient Political
Thought" (Oxford University
Press), said the Torah put forth
the "radical idea" that any person
can be a king.

The Torah also limits the
power of kings and presents the
concept of the rule of law, he
added.

Berman said the Torah
suggests that the population be
taxed to help the poor. "Every
single person had importance.
What counted was the common
purpose," he said.

The Torah gives "a blueprint
for society that was far more
egalitarian than anything at the
time," Berman said.

Assistant Rabbi Yosef
Weinstock of Young Israel said
Berman's thesis that in ancient

Professor Joshua A. Berman of Bar-Ilan
University in Israel talks to members of

the Young Israel congregation at a home
in Ft. Lauderdale. photo/pavid A. Schwartz

society people were born into a
certain class or status and then the
Torah came along to create the
idea that people are created equal
and should be judged on their
merits "certainly fits within our
modern sensibilities."

He said the synagogue has a
relationship with Bar-Ilan
University where a professor
visiting South Florida comes to
the synagogue for a short time as
a scholar-in-residence.

Berman, 45, who said he was
visiting parents George and
Rochel Berman in Boca Raton,
was born in Riverdale, New York.
He received his bachelor's degree
from Princeton University and
made aliyah to Israel in 1987 at
the age of 23.

Berman was ordained by the
Chief Rabbinate of Israel and
received a doctorate degree in
Bible from Bar-Ilan University.

He lectures at the university and
at the Shalem Center in Jerusalem,
which awarded Berman a research
grant to write "Created Equal."

Jay S. Lipsey, 30, of
Hollywood, who attended
Berman's  lectures at  the

synagogue and the private home,
said Berman offered a "fresh and
unique perspective of the Torah's
impact on the Jewish and non-
Jewish world."

The "buzz" at the synagogue,
Lipsey said, was that Berman was
the best scholar-in-residence this
year because of his "non-cookie
cutter approach."
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What’s next?

Expert gives Netanyahu edge in coalition race

BY David A. Schwartz
STAFF WRITER

An Israeli political scientist
speaking in Hollywood just a few
hours after last week's election in
Israel said he was not surprised by the
outcome.

Eyton Gilboa of Bar-llan
University in Ramat-Gan also told the
audience of more than 100 people at
the Young Israel synagogue that if
neither of the two parties that
pronounced themselves winners of the
Feb. 10 election was able to form a
coalition government, it might take
days or even weeks for Israeli
President Shimon Peres to decide
which party he would ask to do so,
Tzipi Livni's Kadima Party or
Benjamin Netanyahu's Likud Party.

Gilboa said if that were to happen,
he would give the edge to Netanyahu
because Livni was unable to form a
coalition government last year.

But what could also happen, he
said, is that the two parties would
agree to establish a rotational
government, with each party and its
leader governing for two years. That
last happened in 1984-1985 when
Likud and Labor had about the same
number of seats, Gilboa said.

Avigdor Lieberman and his
Yisrael Beitenu (Isracl Our Home)
Party are key in either party's attempts
to build a coalition, he said.

Until 10 days before the election
Netanyahu was ahead in the polls,
Gilboa said. But in the last days Livni
mounted a campaign questioning
Netanyahu's credibility, he said. "It's
Livni or Bibi [Netanyahu]. Don't
believe Bibi," Livni told the voters,
Gilboa said. Livni also got a boost
from women voters, he said.

Israeli political scientist Eyton Gilboa of
Bar-Ilan University in Ramat-Gan, discusses

the recent elections in Israel.
Photo/David A. Schwartz

Lieberman might side with
Netanyahu, Gilboa said, but he will
take his time making a decision. "He
wants to get as much as possible from
Netanyahu." Asked what the election
results showed, Gilboa said there were
several things:

The Israeli public wants a strong
centrist party. It had reservations about
Netanyahu. The election discredited
the left. Some portions of the public
were influenced by Lieberman's
campaign. The voters said, "We need
someone tough like him," especially

against the Arabs in Israel, Gilboa said.

The election showed that "the
public is still engaged in politics
because the voting rate is higher than
the last time," he said. Also, Livni
received a higher percentage of votes
from women than did the other
candidates.

"The public wants to see a female
prime minister," Gilboa said.

The day after the election, in a
conference call with reporters, a senior
advisor to Netanyahu and a Kadima
Party candidate who won a seat in the

Knesset each put a positive spin on
their party's chances to form a
coalition government.

"The right in Israel won a decisive
victory,"; Ron Dermer, the advisor to
Netanyahu said. "The soldiers' votes
have yet to be counted," he added.

Dermer said he was confident
Peres would choose Netanyahu
because Livni already had an
opportunity to form a government.

Nachman Shai, a Kadima
candidate who was elected to the
Knesset, said the outcome of the
election was a "big surprise" but
Kadima was "very satisfied and very
pleased with the election results."

Both men made overtures to
Lieberman. "Both parties would like to
have Avigdor Lieberman in a
coalition," Shai admitted. But he added,
"We [Kadima] totally disagree with
him when it comes to Israeli Arabs."

Speaking to reporters later, David
Horowitz, editor-in-chief of the
Jerusalem Post, said Kadima doesn't
want to go into a "unity" government
with Likud.

"It is the potential to form
coalitions that matters," Horovitz said.
"Netanyahu is in the driver's seat."

Horovitz said Netanyahu would
make sure he has a narrow coalition
and reach out to Livni but she would
"not so easily be wooed into a coalition
with Netanyahu."

Israel moved to the right in the
election, Horovitz said. "The right is
the big success story in this election.
The right is in the ascendance."
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‘Women’s Pravyer’ author to sbpeak

Synagogue to host Aliza Lavie, who shines light on Jewish female writers 'mostly absent' in literature.

By MICHELE DARGAN
Daily News Staft Writer

In 2002, Aliza Lavie read a newspaper
article that would send her on a quest to
uncover prayers written by and for Jewish
women.

On the eve of Yom Kippur, Lavie read about
an Israeli woman who had lost both her mother
and her baby daughter in a terror attack - and
Lavie was unable to find solace in a traditional
prayer book.

The result of her research came to fruition in
2005 when she published in Hebrew Tefllat
Nashim -Women's Prayers Throughout the
Ages - a bestseller in Israel.

After three more years of research, Spiegel
& Grau published the English version, A
Jewish Woman's Prayer Book, in December. It
contains prayers in both Hebrew and English.

A political science professor at Israel's
Bar-Ilan University, Lavie is doing work for
her next book at Brandeis University in
Boston. She will speak at 9 a.m. services today
at the Palm Beach Synagogue.

She also will give a talk for women only at 2
p.m. today at a private home.

Aliza Lavie is a political science professor
at Israel's Bar-lian University.

Call the synagogue at 838-9002 to attend the
afternoon session.

"The book highlights the important role
women have always played in Judaism
throughout the centuries," said Rabbi Moshe
Scheiner, of the Palm Beach Synagogue.

"Women have always been the backbone, strength
and inspiration of the Jewish people, and they have
shaped and guided the course of Jewish continuity
by instilling a love of Judaism in the children."

Lavie said she found prayers for every moment in
a woman's life: wedding, pregnancy, grief and other
events.

Through her research, Lavie discovered both new
and old prayers that are not familiar in the Jewish
world. She found rare manuscripts preserved in
museums and libraries, as well as in private
collections.

"I came to know historical Jewish women who are
mostly absent from the pages of our literature," she
said. "I sought to restore these women writers to
their proper place in history."

The oldest prayer in the book dates from the 13th
century and was written in the north of Italy in
Hebrew by Paula, daughter of Avraham, Lavie said.

"We are not familiar with women of that time,"
Lavie said. "These prayers were hiding from us, or
maybe we were ashamed to learn of them because
we want to be modern."

-mdargan@pbdailynews.com
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Advocate seeks to raise Israeli university's profile

BY SERGIO CARMONA
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

Mark Medin wants to
raise public awareness of an
institution he calls a "hidden
Jewel™: Bar-llan University
in Israel.

Medin, the new
executive vice president of
American Friends of Bar-
Ilan University, visited South
Florida recently to raise
money for the school and to
heighten its profile among
American Jews.

"It's very important for
us to spread the word and
expand the awareness in the
community of the nature of
what Bar-llan is doing, so
that we can raise additional
funds and support the
incredible scientific research
and  other  kinds  of
breakthroughs  that  the
university has undertaken,"
he said in an interview.

"It is the largest
university in Israel and yet is
not as well-known in the
American Jewish community
as itis [in Israel]," he said.

Medin replaced Gen.
Yehuda Halevy as executive
vice president on Jan. 1. He

Mark Medin, new executive vice
president of American Friends of Bar-
Ilan University with Shimon

Peres, president of Israel. Medin

recently visited South Florida
Submitted photo

supervises the American
operation of Bar-llan from
its national headquarters in
New York. Medin said it's
important to expand
awareness and visibility of
what he called a world-class
institution.

"The university is a
unique component, as it
mandates that every student
to get a Jewish education in
addition to getting their
secular education," he said.

At Bar-llan, 25 percent
of course work must be
completed in Jewish studies.

Jayne Kaplan, the
executive director for the
Southeast region of
American Friends of Bar-
Ilan, said she expects Medin
"to take the American side of
the university to new heights.
He's coming with an
extraordinary background."

Medin was born and
raised in South Africa and
moved to North Miami
Beach while in high school.
He received a bachelor of
arts from the University of
South Florida and a master
of arts from George
Washington University. He
is formerly the executive
director of the Philanthropic
Leadership Group at the UJA
Federation of New York.

"I think Mark brings in
young thinking, and he's
going to take the American
organization to the 21st
century,” Kaplan said.

Medin was impressed
with the South Florida
leaders he met.

"They have a deep
commitment of supporting
the university and a deep
understanding of why the
university is so unique in the
Israeli society,"” he said.



